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purely spiritual work among the citizens winch mijht
be supported from the private property of the clergy. L;
disputes concerning land between a clerk and a kyzna::
the French ordinance decided after the manner of the
Constitutions of Clarendon, that first decision should
be given as to the tenure by which the land was held,
and then the suit as to the possession should be heard
in clerical or lay court according to the nature of the
fief. A third subject is that of excommunications.
Similar to the English constitutions are the de-
clarations that no man is to be excommunicate through
a fault of his servant, or his land kid under interdict
unless his lord agrees, nor is one cited before a Church
court to be compelled by the judge to stand to its
judgment. Most striking of all, as a proof of the power
of the French king and the almost subservient attitude
of the Pope, is the order that no man shall be ex-
communicated unless the lord of the fee has been asked
for his consent and has agreed An instance of Philip's
appreciation of the importance of commercial interests
is the order that prelates are not to impose on the
burghers the oath against usuiy. It is an early recogni-
tion of the necessity of a class of money-lenders among
Christians; and a further clause forbidding the excom-
munication of those who trade on Sundays or with the
Jews looks the same way.
The document is of great importance. It is a
veritable concordat between Pope, king, and barons.
It illustrates the very different development of the
law of Church and State in England and in France.
It shows, by a marked and significant example, the
varying nature of the Pope's relations with European